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2001 Legislative Program by Florida Education Association

Introduction
This 2001 Legislative Program is the inaugural edition
for Florida’s 120,000 school employees who are
members of the Florida Education Association.  This is
the first legislative blueprint for an organization that has
been reunified after more than 25 years of existence as
two distinct organizations.  The Florida Education

Association and its national affiliations with the
National Education Association, the American

Federation of Teachers and the AFL-CIO
give our members an opportunity to share
their expertise about issues important to our

students, and public education.

  The BLUEPRINT…for EXCELLENCE in PUBLIC
EDUCATION outlines a broad number of issues
important to teachers, higher education faculty, and
support staff in Florida.  The blueprint pinpoints issues
ranging from salaries that continue to fall behind
national and southeastern averages to learning and
teaching conditions crucial to success.  We also define
concerns teachers have with the A-Plus Plan and
propose ways to make accountability meaningful for
students, parents and teachers.

The information contained in this program comes from
our state’s teachers, school staff, parents and students
— those who are closest to our schools. We need for
the Legislature to review this blueprint plan and begin
enacting these proposals because education profes-
sionals know what it takes to provide high-quality
public education that helps all of our students succeed.

We urge our elected leaders to enact this BLUEPRINT
and help us construct a foundation for EXCELLENCE
in PUBLIC EDUCATION in our state.

Sincerely,

Maureen Dinnen
President, FEA
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EXECUTIVE CABINET

President Maureen Dinnen
First Vice President Andy Ford
Vice President for Financial Affairs Bob Lee
Director, Pre K -12 Joanne McCall
Director, Minority Affairs Carolyn Underwood
Director, Higher Education Jim Wilson
Director of ESP Linda Elliott
Director At-Large Rita Moody
Director At-Large Tony Gentile
Director At-Large (Minority) Dr. Shirley Johnson
Director At-Large (Minority) Steve Anderson
Chief of Staff John Ryor

PRESIDENTS (K-12 UNITS)

ALACHUA
County Education Ass’n, 3749 Gunnar Paulson

BAKER
County Education Ass’n Gayle Kendall
School Related Personnel Ass’n Vanessa Latimer-Harrell

BAY
Association of Bay County Educators Nancy Sheffield
Educational Support Ass’n Belinda Betz

BRADFORD
Education Ass’n, 3603 Judy Dukes

BREVARD
Federation of Teachers, 2098 Fran Baer

BROWARD
Teachers Union, 1975 Tony Gentile
County Paraprofessional Ass’n Patricia Thompson

CHARLOTTE
Education Ass’n John Klenovic
County Support Personnel Ass’n Dan Kwasney

CITRUS
County Education Ass’n Pam Pate
Education Support Personnel Ass’n Marie Foster

CLAY
County Education Ass’n Lynda Schmierer
Educational Support Personnel Ass’n Ken Carter

COLLIER
County Education Ass’n Rebecca Rife
Ass’n of Educational Office and

Classroom Assistant Personnel Katie Cranor
Support Personnel Sandy Miner

COLUMBIA
Teachers Ass’n Rhonda Laubenheimer
County Education Support Personnel Ass’n Jean Dukes

DADE
United Teachers of Dade, 1974 Murray Sisselman

DESOTO
County Teachers Ass’n, 3842 Mary Lopez

DIXIE
County Education Ass’n Coleta Mathis

DUVAL
Teachers United Terrie Brady

ESCAMBIA
Education Association Arlene Costello
Education Clerical/Classroom Ass’n Linda Pate
Education Support Personnel Ass’n Sheldon Dykes
Ass’n of Supervisory Employees Mary Durant

FLAGLER
County Educators Ass’n Gayle Widing
Educational Support Personnel Ass’n Louis Robles

FLORIDA SCHOOL FOR
THE DEAF AND THE BLIND Sandy Acuff

FRANKLIN
Classroom Teachers Ass’n Teresa Jones
Educational Support Personnel Ass’n Dee Dee Dasher
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GADSDEN
County Classroom  Teachers Ass’n Leroy Colston
Educational Support Personnel  Ass’n Regina Munroe

GILCHRIST
Employees/United, 4068 Betty Durden-Lee

GLADES
County Teachers Ass’n, 4422 Charlene Stapleton

GULF
County Classroom Teachers Ass’n Judy Campbell

HAMILTON
County Education Ass’n, 3988 Jane Lowe

HARDEE
Education Ass’n United, 4240 Dick Daggett

HENDRY
County Education Ass’n Paul Samerdyke
County Educational Support

Personnel Ass’n Anne Warburton

HERNANDO
Classroom Teachers Ass’n Jo Ann Hartge
United School Workers, 4730 George Sullivan

HIGHLANDS
County Education Ass’n Karen Cunningham
County Educational Support

Personnel Ass’n Glenna Rankin

HILLSBOROUGH
Classroom Teachers Ass’n Willie Norwood
School Employees Federation, 4154 Stuart Sherman

HOLMES
Classroom Teachers Ass’n Al Simmons

INDIAN RIVER
County Education Ass’n, 3617 Carolyn Sheppard

JACKSON
County Education Ass’n Peggy Mills
Educational Support Personnel Ass’n Sherrie Gilbert

JEFFERSON
County Education Ass’n Alfreddie Hightower

LAFAYETTE
Education Ass’n, 4376 Mike Harris

LAKE
County Education Ass’n, 3783 Don Allen

LEE
Teachers Ass’n of Lee County Donna Mutzenard
Support Personnel Ass’n of Lee County Bob Rushlow

LEON
Classroom Teachers Ass’n Diane Porter
Educational Support Personnel Ass’n Kathryn Poe

LEVY
County Education Ass’n, 4077 Dan Harmeling

LIBERTY
Liberty-NEA Vacancy

MADISON
County Education Ass’n, 4375 Joyce Bosscher

MANATEE
Education Ass’n, 3821 Pat Barber

MARION
Education Ass’n Craig Ham
Essential Support Personnel Ass’n Debra Rowe

MARTIN
County Education Ass’n, 3615 Jeanette Phillips

MONROE
United Teachers of Monroe, 3709 Leon Fowler

NASSAU
Teachers Ass’n Kathy Maley
Educational Support

Personnel Ass’n Charles Buster Kennedy
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OKALOOSA
County Education Ass’n Sheila Olsen
County Educational Support Personnel Ass’n Bill Bain

OKEECHOBEE
Federation of Teachers, 1604 Tom Murray

ORANGE
County Classroom Teachers Ass’n Art Johnson
Educational Support Personnel Ass’n Bill Humphreys

OSCEOLA
Classroom Teachers Ass’n Anthony Donato

PALM BEACH
County Classroom Teachers Ass’n Shelley Vana

PASCO
United School Employees of Pasco, 3600 Lynne Webb

PINELLAS
Classroom Teachers Ass’n Rob McMahon
Educational Support Personnel Ass’n Carolyn Smith

POLK
Education Ass’n John Taylor
Educational Support Personnel Ass’n Pat Ross
Paraprofessionals Marianne Capoziello

PUTNAM
Federation of Teachers, 3272 Rita Moody

SANTA ROSA
Professional Educators Beverly Sheffield

SEMINOLE
Education Ass’n Jeff Siskind
Educational Clerical Ass’n Jimmie Blake
Non-Instructional Personnel of

Seminole County Willie H. King, Jr.
County School Bus Drivers Ass’n Raymond Kiss

ST. JOHNS
Education Ass’n Vicki Hall
School Support Ass’n Zelma Goss

ST. LUCIE
Classroom Teachers Ass’n, 3616 Clara Cook

SUMTER
County Education Ass’n Velich Diaz
County Essential Support Personnel Ass’n Gwendolyn Lylas

SUWANNEE
United Teachers of Suwannee, 3165 Eveline Duhart

TAYLOR
Education Ass’n Dr. Debra Pahal
County Non-Instructional Ass’n, 4374 Darlene Hoover

UNION
County Teachers Organization Margie Coburn

VOLUSIA
Teachers Organization, 1605 Suzy Smith
Ass’n of Educational Office Personnel Bobbie Reedy

WAKULLA
Classroom Teachers Ass’n Deborah Barnes

WALTON
County Education Ass’n, 4536 Tim Walden

WASHINGTON
County Education Ass’n Carlton Padgett

PRESIDENTS (HIGHER EDUCATION)

United Faculty of Florida Rosie Webb Joels
Florida A&M Univesity Bill Tucker
Florida Atlantic University Dave Lee
Florida Gulf Coast University Victoria Dimidjian
Florida International University Laurie Richardson
Florida State University Dan Kimel
University of Central Florida Trudi Morales
University of Florida Tom Auxter
University of North Florida Bruce Fortado
University of South Florida Mitch Silverman
University of West Florida Nicholas Power

Brevard Community College Glenn Forrester
Broward Community College Lorenzo Harrison
Chipola Junior College Steve Shimmel
Daytona Beach Community College Jerry Swanson
Hillsborough Community College Vicki Schnurr
Palm Beach Community College Nikki Privacky
Pensacola Junior College Sharon Jo Spencer
Tallahassee Community College Frank M. Baglione
Saint Leo College Marguerite McInnis
FAMU-Graduates Assistants United Kristin Yates
UF- Graduates
    Assistants United Aline Gubrium & James Thompson
USF- Graduates Assistants
    United Bouzaine Zaid & Stacey Newman

Edison Community College
Faculty Federation, 3513 Ellie Bunting

Florida Community College
Faculty Federation, 2397 William Howard Denson

United Faculty of Miami-Dade
Community College, 4253 Mark Richards

PRESIDENTS (RETIRED AND STUDENTS)

Retired Bob Schlerf
Students Amanda Wilson

GOVERNMENT RELATIONS COMMITTEE

Chairperson Terrie Brady
Vice Chairperson Evon Douglas
Members Judy Barnes

Don Clark
Merrilyn Crosson

Becky Cunha
Joy Custis

Bonnie Exner
Cindy Fowler
Leon Fowler
Tony Gentile

Tom Green
Daniel Harmeling

Kathy Holmes
Joan Ingersoll

Lamar Johnson
Alan Jones

Champee Kemp
Ellen Kornfield

Mary Lopez
Shana Marshall

Kip Mitchell
Patti Morris

Sheila Olsen
Harold Parten

Jeff Siskind
Andrew Spar

Stephen Stora
Jonathan Tuttle
Sheri Wilkinson

Frank Wood

LOBBYING TEAM

Director, Government Relations Cathy Kelly
Tallahassee Llona Geiger

Erle Granger
Marshall Ogletree

Mollie Read
Eric Riley

Kevin Watson
Jeff Wright

Brevard Harold Parten
Broward Janet Conner
Duval Terrie Brady
Hillsborough Chuck Kiker
Miami-Dade Cindy Hall
Miami-Dade Elsa Lopez
Miami-Dade Joe Minor
Pinellas Jade Moore


